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An evaluation of international scientific 
research partnerships and leading research 
economies shows that China plays a critical 
role in global science, by some measures 
rivaling or even surpassing the United 
States both in the volume of scientific 
papers produced and the quality of the 
work as measured by citations. China’s 
scientific advancement has collided with 
hardening geopolitics that have caused 
some countries to re-think scientific 
collaboration. These trends have coincided 
with, according to survey data, scientists of 
Chinese descent at American universities 
experiencing greater discrimination and 
increased fear regarding their academic 
pursuits. Dan Murphy’s work explores what 
t h i s m e a n s f o r h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
engagement with China. He argues for a 
rational approach that recognizes both the 
tremendous value of internat ional 
academic collaboration and the need for 
firm boundaries around areas critical to 
national security.
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Daniel Murphy is executive director of the Mossavar-
Rahmani Center for Business and Government (M-
RCBG) at the Harvard Kennedy School where he 
works in support of the Center’s mission to advance 
the state of knowledge and policy analysis 
concerning some of society’s most challenging 
problems at the interface of the public and private 
sectors. He is also a member of the National 
Committee on U.S.-China Relations and serves on the 
advisory board of SupChina. Daniel Murphy’s recent 
publications and talks have focused on China, higher 
education, and global science.



