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The COVID pandemic has made us all familiar with graphs 

that predict the degree of collective contagion and, on a 

daily basis, warn the population about the risk of infection. 

Such a pervasive computational infrastructure for tracking, 

measuring and forecasting the behaviour of the social body 

is unprecedented in the history of healthcare and biopol-

itics. The infrastructure for monitoring the pandemic built 

upon existing digital platforms that already organise most 

of the social relations of the present. The pandemic is an 

exemplary case to study infrastructures and computational 

models, as well as their impact which was exposed and ac-

celerated during this time.

The interdisciplinary workshop BREAKING MODELS 

aims to analyse the influence of these vast computational 

platforms, predictive models and metrics not only on the 

knowledge of the pandemic, but also on society at large, 

that is on labour, education and scientific research. 
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