Challenges and Expectations

Drafting such a wide research framework does not come without challenges, of course. Projects
in this research group act on the assumption of science as a global function system, which
implies shared institutions, goals, organizations, inclusion formulas, networks, and many
more elements that constitute the structures of the system of science and blur nationalities
and borders. It will therefore be a major requirement for studies conducted in the group to
operate with utmost caution, by clarifying continu-
ally what China or Chinese actually means in this
context, and whether this categorization is derived
from self-conceptualization or ascription. Does it
mean scientific activity that originates in China, or
is produced by participants in the global system of
science who conceive of themselves as Chinese (for
example, by citizenship or descent) or are identified
as Chinese by other participants, or by those who

are affiliated with institutions in the PR China?
HE

Finally, although the research group will focus on

04 Chinese Nobel Prize-winning scientist Tu Youyou (/& 1,

contemporary Chinese society, each study will aim
right) and tutor Lou Zhicen at the China Academy of Chinese
Medical Sciences. Source: Xinhua, undated (1950s).

at representing an exhaustive analysis, which will

naturally include historical perspectives.
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Among the first projects pursued by individual group members are a study of how Chinese
polar scientists navigate between research and diplomacy, an analysis of the internationalization
strategies of Chinese universities, an exploration of the role of science and scholars in Chinese
local governance, and an investigation into the seeming interrelatedness of political initiatives
and the evolution of new scientific disciplines and communities in China. The group will also
work on joint publication projects, such as Gauging China’s Global Scientific Expansion and
Science and Democratic and Authoritarian Social Structures (working titles) and looks forward

to hosting visiting researchers and workshops at the MPIWG.
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Front page: Collage of recent global news headlines on the topic of China and
science. Source: Yu-Fen Lai.
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The global system of science has seen the unprecedented rise of one particular world
region over the past two decades: the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has become
the largest producer of scientific articles. The country is climbing fast and steadily
in global university rankings, is home to scientists whose groundbreaking and
sometimes quite controversial findings and methods increasingly make world news,
and pours a staggering amount of money into funding research both domestically and
internationally. The MPIWG's new Lise Meitner Research Group “China in the Global
System of Science” will take a close and comprehensive look at these developments,
with a special interest in exploring the role of the political regime and societal values
as environmental factors for science in contemporary China, in international academic

cooperation, and in world science.
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